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HOUSE BI LL 2059

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kagi, Dickerson, D. Sommers, Sullivan, Tokuda,
Benson, Kenney, Schual -Berke and Sant os

Read first time 02/15/1999. Referred to Cormmittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to guardian ad litens; and anmendi ng RCW 13. 34. 100.
BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW13.34.100 and 1996 ¢ 249 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The court shall appoint a guardian ad litemfor a child who is
t he subject of an action under this chapter((;—unless—acourt—for—good
cause—H-nds—the—appointrent—unnecessary) ) . The requirenment of a
guardian ad litem may be deened satisfied if the child is represented
by i ndependent counsel in the proceedi ngs.

(2) If the court does not have available to it a guardian ad |item
programw th a sufficient nunber of volunteers, the court may appoint
a suitable person to act as guardian ad litemfor the child under this
chapter. Another party to the proceeding or the party’ s enpl oyee or
representative shall not be so appointed.

(3) Each guardian ad litem program shall maintain a background
information record for each guardian ad litem in the program The
background file shall include, but is not Ilimted to, the follow ng
i nformati on:

(a) Level of formal educati on;
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(b) Training related to the guardian’s duti es;

(c) Nunmber of years’ experience as a guardian ad litem

(d) Nunber of appointnents as a guardian ad litemand the county or
counties of appointnent; and

(e) Crimnal history, as defined in RCW 9. 94A. 030.

The background i nformati on report shall be updated annually. As a
condition of appointnment, the guardian ad Ilitenmis background
information record shall be made available to the court. If the
appoi nted guardian ad litemis not a nenber of a guardian ad |litem
program the person shall provide the background information to the
court.

Upon appointnent, the guardian ad litem or guardian ad |item
program shall provide the parties or their attorneys with a statenent
containing his or her training relating to the duties as a guardi an ad
[itemand crimnal history as defined in RCW9.94A 030 for the period
covering ten years prior to the appointnment. The background stat enent
shall not include identifying information that may be used to harm a
guardian ad litem such as honme addresses and hone tel ephone nunbers,
and for volunteer guardians ad litemthe court may allow the use of
mai den nanmes or pseudonyns as necessary for their safety.

(4) The appoi ntnent of the guardian ad litemshall remain in effect
until the court discharges the appointnent or no |onger has
jurisdiction, whichever cones first. The guardian ad |litemmay al so be
di scharged upon entry of an order of guardi anship.

(5) A guardian ad litemthrough counsel, or as otherw se authori zed
by the court, shall have the right to present evidence, exam ne and
Cross-exam ne wi tnesses, and to be present at all hearings. A guardian
ad litem shall receive copies of all pleadings and other docunents
filed or submtted to the court, and notice of all hearings according
to court rules. The guardian ad litem shall receive all notice
contenpl ated for a parent or other party in all proceedi ngs under this
chapter.

(6) If the child requests | egal counsel and is age twel ve or ol der,
or if the guardian ad litem or the court determnes that the child
needs to be i ndependently represented by counsel, the court may appoi nt
an attorney to represent the child s position.

(7) For the purposes of child abuse prevention and treatnment act
(42 U.S.C. Secs. 5101 et seq.) grants to this state under P.L. 93-247,
or any related state or federal legislation, a person appointed
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pursuant to RCW 13.34.100 shall be deened a guardian ad litem to
represent the best interests of the mnor in proceedings before the
court.

(8) When a court-appoi nted speci al advocate or vol unteer guardi an
ad litemis requested on a case, the programshall give the court the
name of the person it recomends and t he appoi nt nent shall be effective
i mredi atel y. The court shall appoint the person recomended by the
program |If a party in a case reasonably believes the court-appointed
speci al advocate or volunteer is inappropriate or unqualified, the
party may request a review of the appointnent by the program The
program nust conplete the reviewwthin five judicial days and renove
any appoi ntee for good cause. |If the party seeking the review is not
satisfied with the outconme of the review, the party may file a notion
with the court for the renoval of the court-appointed special advocate
on the grounds the advocate or volunteer 1is inappropriate or
unqual i fi ed.

~-- END ---
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